Recently, annual swarm of invasive Erythrean schyphozoan Rhopilema nomadica Galil, 1990 
Introduction
After a decade of the first recorded specimen of Rhopilema nomadica from lsraeli coast in 1976 [1] and since the mid-1980's, many studies documented the progressive spreading of this species in the Mediterranean basin either as few specimens or massive swarms. Throughout the last forty years, R. nomadica stretched its range sequentially from eastern Levantine Sea off Israeli, Lebanon and Syrian coasts [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] to northern-east Levantine at Marmara and Aegean seas off Turkey [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] , passing through Greece and Malta [15, 16] and ending at the westernmost
Mediterranean of the Italian island of Sardinia and
Tunisia [17, 18] .
Since the first appearance of R. nomadica in the eastern Mediterranean Sea in 1976 [1] , and even though R. nomadica purportedly entered to the Mediterranean via Suez Canal [2] , no scientific publication documented the blooming of R. nomadica in the Egyptian coast. In 2016, a short article pointed to the presence of R. nomadica bloom in the Egyptian coast during summer 2015 [19] . Otherwise, Avian et al. [7] in their study on nematocysts of R. nomadica in the Eastern Mediterranean stated, "large aggregations have become ubiquitous of R. nomadica in the summer and winter months along the Levantine coasts from Egypt to Lebanon". Nevertheless, the presence of R. nomadica in the Egyptian coast as mentioned in Avian et al. study [7] lack evidence. Although the first scientific record of R. nomadica blooms from the Egyptian coast was in 2015 [19] , it has actually occurred before. 
Results
Jellyfish specimens observed in the water ( [18] ). The rapid proliferation of R. nomadica in the eastern Mediterranean had been related to its high reproductive potential where one settled polyp of this species could produce more than 100 ephyrae within 2 months [5] .
The strobilation process of the species' polyps of R. nomadica seems to be temperature dependence where the synchronization of life cycle and annual occurrence of R. nomadica may be controlled by seasonal variations in water temperature regimes [6] . In the present study, the recorded ranges (24-38°C) of sea temperature throughout the three years seems to be highly convenient for attaining the highest blooming density of R. nomadica ever recorded before along the Swarming of jellyfish in the Mediterranean Sea had been suggested to have positive correlation with pollution [22, 23] . These findings relate jellyfish blooms to the ability of medusae to utilize plankton blooms produced by pollution-caused eutrophication, or by their ability to utilize pollutants directly as food. Another positive correlation between swarming of jellyfish and certain climate change was also found [24] . For R. nomadica, previously recorded outbreaks in the coastal waters of Israel [5] , Turkey [9] and Tunisia [17] were related to degraded ecosystem in addition to climatic changes, in agreement with Purcell's proposal [25] 20-60 cm [3] , 50-58 cm [9] , 10-85 cm [7] , 40-42 cm [9, 13, 15, 16] . The largest medusae size recorded in the present study (112 cm) was higher than those recorded before which did not exceed 100 cm [7] .
It is worth mentioned that the advance in the starting date of aggregation was associated with bigger medusa size.
